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* andDown the Kronen Market, With Suggestions by Jefferson Macharner of Other Things That Might Be Sold

THAT a New York day should re-enact
the fantastic and incredible happen«
inga of an Arabian night seems too
much to expect Still, all around the

town you can see Austrian kronen being
bought for good old American dimes.
When Aladdin's mother, who bad a perfect*

¿y natural falling for bargains, heard some
one out In the street hawking new lamps for
old she tumbled. How was she to know that
the crazy representative of foreign lamp ex-

chang« was a» eaagïelan to dlsgniaef Alsddh;
had an old lamp kicking around the house
which was a bad bet as an antique and a
miserable failure a» ft light All the lad did
was to rub the thing. So Mrs. Aladdin traded
in the precious lamp that furnished her son
such splendid genii lervice.
Thus New Yorkers to-day are exchanging

on the street corners a few cents for manykronen. An old woman who invested 10 cents
for 1,000 crowns was heard to ask the vendor:
**Now, whet» <&9 I get tho money fot thisï"

By FAIRFAX DOWNEY
The vendor's proper answer should have been
"Ask me sumpthln' easy, îady.M
For it is no easy matter in these prosaicdays to follow the example for recovery of

Aladdin and fly away on a magic Axminster
rug to the place where one can get the moneyfor kronen. For one thing, it is doubtful if
there Í3 any place where you can get much
money for Austrian crowns, and for another

they wont let yon fly away with a magic
Axmlnster rug until you, have paid all the
installments on it

Easily lies the man who sells a crown. He
talks most glibly ag he displays his pretty
paper wares, and what is most marvelous in
this city of the supposedly sophisticated, ho
pells them. What the buyer plans to do with
his purchase Is a puzzle. Perhaps he con-

ttïûen that he is negotiating « foreaigbted
financial transaction on the curb market, or
he has an unfavorito heir whose claim in the
will is to reads "I give and bequeath to.-
the sum of one thousand «. - ¦ kronen,"

Out-of-towners may have "bought" the
Brooklyn Bridge in bygone days, but New
Yorkers buy kronen. That bringB a gïhïipsc
of hitherto unsuspected commercial possi¬
bilities. Enterprising ash end trash men
ought to be able to drop their carting and
dlspo-sal departments entirely, Taking, their

stand on the sidewalk in front of the bufiA
ing from which they have collected, they haw
only to beat on the cans and shout In l
raucous voice and along will coma a typic*
Irjrcnen customer and pay for the privilege oi
taking it all off their hands.
But who can say for certain that îcror*

will not bo worth something some day? ¦
Borne future dato a purchaser may tako a trlj
to Austria and find that they have subwty!
with featherweight gates for feather<veigÍ!
kronen.
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AUCTION bridge ta EngíaBéí îs «sstCî fa
the eontrovertdal stage. Every new

«Ad then some Sunday newspaper
&>mm est with half a dozen bande and ask»
its readers what they would bid on them. Fivt
different declarations on each of them is the
smallest number to ¿ate* and they seem to be
about agreed as to the beet call in only about
40 per cent of the answers sent to. It b prob-»
table that at least 95 par cent of American
players would agree on any of these hands.
They seem to have a particular antipathy

**.*¦.*--.,jto what they call private conventions ever

there, if one may believe what the writers on
the gara« have to say. They deas at private
riraventSana an such things as the modern
double, the bid of more than en« In a suit, and
ro forth,

Dalton, !» his latest book, ignores the con»
¦k ---ntlonal double entirely, not even mentioningB that there is such a thing, but In his news«
r r-aper articles he condemns it openly. He

*>ayst "Attempts have been made from time
to tima to introduce -ails bid into England«
but it has met with scant favor, for the simple
reason that it la absolutely opposed to our
English ideas of straight pley. Our prin¬
ciple always has been.and I trust alwaya
"will be.that any prearranged method of giv¬
ing information to a partner Is against the
best interest« of the game.**

Then be goes on to eay that **the argument
hsed In defense of these conventional doubles
fa that they are quite fair, provided every one
tot the table knows about them. The same
¡argument would excuse pointing to your scarf-
J»in for diamond or your waistcoat for hearts."
One would think, from this tirade, that no

convention ever was used in England that re¬
quired any previous explanation or tnat had
been "arranged" for the benefit of the players.This is tantamount to saying that a playerwho never had read a book on bridge and
knew nothing of the game should still be able
to draw the correct inference from any bid
or play made.

rt is rather curteus that Dalton himself rec-
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THE SCHOOL OF AUCTION BRIDGE
otûwm&B esa ofw» ««©ventSeraaJ doubles and
boasts about having won a game through its
use. This is the double of an opponent's suit
call to show two stoppers in that suit in case
tine doublerai partner feels able, with this in¬
formation, to go on with his no-trumper.Dalton says, page 05, "Royal Auction Bridge,"£922 editions

"I saw a wry good instance of this quiterecently. 2, aa dealer, one no trump; A« sec¬
ond hand, two hearts, Y*s hand was four
hoarta to the queen. Jack, king, end one club,three email in diamonds and spades. He
doubîed two hearts. This Information was ex¬
actly what his partner wanted. Ho went two
no-tramps and won the game, which ha coui-i
not have done without the information givenby the double."

All the English players have adopted our
down-and-out echo, the plain soft echo at no
trumps» the encouraging card and the reverse
discard, Dalton has these in his book. Why
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do not the same objections lie against all these
that he urges against the conventional double
cf a surt or a no-trumper? *.

By R. F. FOSTER
The «Imple fact is, judging from the evi«*

dance before us, that in spite of his reputa¬tion as a writer on bridge Dalton and his fol¬
lowers do not underHtand the double as we use
it, so that when they try it thoy make a mess
of it end thon condemn it.

In "The London Evening Standard" of May
24 last Dalton give3 this example, prefacing
it with the remark: "These conventional
doubles may come of? occasionally, but far
more often they fail. My experience ia that
they fail five or six times for once that they
succeed. I will quote one caso in which I took
an active part." Here is the hand:

Dalton dealt and bid no trump. The
player on his left doubled. Y passed and B
took out the double with two spades, which
Z doubled. A then went two no-trump%
which Z doubled, and then A went to three
diamonds, which Y doubled and set for 500.
Of course A is described as "a typical Ameri¬
can.** We should describe him as a typical
duffer, of the class that would bid a spade
on flvo to ten without a trick in his hand.

It is bunk like this that goos down with
the Britishers. As any ordinary bridge player
knows, in America at least, no player who
understands the conventional double will
double a no-trumper unless well able to sup¬
port a take-out in either of the major suits,
even if the partner has only four to tho
nine. With A's cards, containing four squaretricks.- any player of average intelligencewould know that if his partner can win on«
trick anywhere the game is saved. These
Britishers ought to come over here and tako
some lessons.

The solution of Problem No. 125, in whichthere were no trumps, Z to lead and Y-Z towin four trick*-", follow«:

Z leads the -five of hearts. P discard» a
club. B wins the heart and leads two rounds
of spades. Z givea up the king and Y wins
with the queen. A discards the heart. Y
leads diamond nine and Z sheds a club. A
club is covered by B and won by Z, who leads
the heart, jack if A has discarded the queen(hia best defense). A makes a club at the
end. If A has discarded a club, instead of
heart queen, Y leads club queen, instead of
the diamond. When A wins tho heart he lose?
two diamond tricks to Y.

Queries and Answers
AUCTION BRIDGE

Question.Down here In Georgia some per¬
sons Insist that It Is the larger number of
points that ranks the bidding, so that two no
trumps will overcall three clubs, 20 being
better than 18. On the other hand, one of our
leading lights says It will take four In any¬
thing to overcall three In anything,.M. R. S.
Answer.The old style of counting was to

consider the point value of the bids, but that
was abolished some years ago in tho United
States, although it is still the law in England.
There were so many errors made through not
stopping to consider the point value that now
It takes more tricks in a lower suit or tho
same number of tricks in a better suit to over-
call. Two diamonds will beat two clubs, but
It takes three diamonds to overcall two hearts.
Question.Is it still considered conventional

to bid a club or a diamond as a signal to the
partner to go no-trump? J£> know tnat Milton
Work denounces this bid, but some of our best
players say it is a big thing..W. W. F.
Answer.The bid was invented by playewi

who hnd not thn nervp to bid no trump then*.-

selves, with the natural result that when they
had not enough for no trumps, but had a club
bid, their partners went no trumps on nothing,
because they were "told to do so." There i¿
no such bid as an "invitation" to partner to go
no trumps. If he thinks your suit Justifies
him in going to no trumps he will do so. He
will so go to heart« or spades on the «saine
grounds.
Question.Z deals and bids no trump. A

says two spades and Y doubles, holding four
spades to the queen, five hearts to jack ten,
three diamonds to jack ten and one small club.
The dealer insists the doublo is unjustifiable.
Y says it shows he has the clubs stopped.--*
A. J. R.
Answer.The suit should be stopped twice,

and there should be at least one sure outside
trick to justify the double. Y should pass, and

BRIDGE PROBLEM NO. 128
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There are no trumps and Z leads, Y aivd
Z want five tricks. How do they get them?
Solution <nemt teeeît.

then if the dealer wants him to bid he vrüi
double the two spades and Y can call th»
hearts.

RUSSIAN BANK
Question.Can a player take a card frdB

his own .hand or stock, or from the table«»*
and place it in his opponent's stock, or otíy
upon his opponent's discard pile?.R. R, B.
Answer.On either.
Question.A turns spade G and places it*

tho foundation. There is a spade 7 fare <
in the tableau, but the player turns anota*
card from his hand and B calls a stop on bi*
B now returns the spado 0 to A's ateck aji
places the spade 7 on it. He insists tW
otherwise A suffers no penalty..J. R. K.
Answer.Cards once placed on the found**

tion cannot be removed under any ciret»
stances. When B calls the stop he must pUf
the spado 7 on tho foundation. The penaltf
against A is that he loses his right to d»
tinue the play, which may mean the los»»
tho game

Question.Playing stud poker A bets flu*
straight flushes are of no value. B say« *
game Is the same as straight poker. W
is right?.H. L.
Answer.Both are right. A Is correctJjsaying straight flushes havo no value in *.*

and B is right in raying stud is the sal*
as straight poker, because straight flus^-
have no value in that game, but only in &**
poker and its variations.
Question.If a card is faced In desIiB&Jthe deal void, or what is done with the cm

In bridge the deal is void..-J. B.
Answer.If only one card Î3 faced hei<**

the draw the^player must keep it After«*
draw It is replaced after all others ha?« H*
helped.

DRAW POKER
Question.What Is to prevent a JW

drawing to a .king and queen, as if W ^
openers, on the chance of"matching one?. -¦

Answer.Nothing but his conscience «*
fear of being caught.


